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IIT-Delhi, Japanese firm to study Agra highway mishaps 

Aditya Dev,TNN | Jun 23, 2014, 07.59 PM IST 

AGRA: IIT-Delhi and a Japanese organization will soon join hands to help the Agra district administration identify 

accident-prone spots on the city's busiest roads like MG road and National Highways 2 and 11.  

 

The city has one of the highest road fatality rates and the project will study the causes of the mishaps and how they can 

be prevented.  

 

Divisional commissioner Pradeep Bhatnagar has appointed the Agra Development Authority (ADA) as a nodal agency, 

which will coordinate with IIT-Delhi's transportation research and injury prevention programme (TRIPP) and the 

international association of traffic and safety sciences (IATSS) on road issues.  

 

The focus of the study will be to analyze intersections of city roads and national highways and identify causes of 

accidents at such spots. The team will also offer solutions to the ADA to bring down the incidence of road mishaps. 

While MG road is considered the lifeline of the city, NH-2 connects Agra with Delhi and NH-11 connects the city with 

Jaipur.  

 

TRIPP project officer Mahesh Gaur said, "We will try to find blind spots on the roads where a majority of accidents take 

place. For this, we have collected all the FIRs registered at 16 police stations of Agra and analyzed them."  

 

Gaur added that a team of TRIPP has been involved in studying road safety issues in Agra for over a year and will use the 

findings in the upcoming surveys.  

 

On Agra's high fatality rate, he said, "The city had a fatality rate of 41 persons per 1,00,000 persons in 2011, whereas it 

was 11 in Delhi, 10 in Vadodara and 24 in Vishakhapatnam."  

 

Gaur said the study has also brought to light that current locations and designs of highways are unsafe.  

 

The project is being funded partially by IATSS, while the rest of the cost will be bourn by ministries of road transport and 

highways and urban development.  

 

Similar projects are being carried out in Amritsar and Ludhuana in Punjab, Kota in Rajasthan, Bhopal in Madhya Pradesh 

and Vishakapatnam in Andhra Pradesh. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-Aditya-Dev.cms
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The problem with Modi's dream of IITs in every state: What 

about faculty? 

http://www.firstpost.com/india/problem-modis-dream-iits-every-state-faculty-

1586079.html?utm_source=FP_HP_LATESTNEWS 

The Narendra Modi government’s promise to set up IITs and IIMs in every state has left educationists and 

experts wondering how the government plans to execute the seemingly ambitious proposal. 

It's needed, they aver, but also warn the gargantuan exercise is fraught with challenges. 

The decision to increase the number of IITs and 

IIMs was first taken by Arjun Singh, who was the human resource development minister under the United 

Progressive Alliance government. Today, India has 13 IIMs offering 3,335 seats and 16 IITs and an Indian 

School of Mines, Dhanbad, having 9,784 seats. 

Does the country then need more? 

Yes, says Debashis Chatterjee, director, Indian Institute of Management, Kozhikode, pointing to the demand-

supply gap. “There are more students wanting to study in an IIT and IIM every year,” he pointed out. 

The competition to get into these prestigious universities is stiff. An IIT is an undergraduate course while IIM is 

a postgraduate course. More than 13.56 lakh aspirants across the country appeared for this year's Joint Entrance 

Examination (JEE) (Main) exams conducted by the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) – a 7.6 

percent increase over 12.6 lakh students who tried to crack it in 2013. 

JEE Main is the first hurdle that a prospective student to IIT has to clear. For JEE (Advanced)—a student can 

aim for it only if he is among the 20 percentile of his/her concerned XII board—1.26 lakh students registered 

compared with 1.23 lakh in 2013. 

The candidate’s chances of getting into an IIT is less than half a percent, says economist Ajit Ranade, himself 

an IIT-B, IIM-A alumnus. 

“For every 100 students who apply, 99 get rejected. The success rate in IIMs is 2 percent. So while there is 

definitely a demand for IITs and IIMs, the question is how will the government fulfil it?” asked Ranade. 

http://www.firstpost.com/india/problem-modis-dream-iits-every-state-faculty-1586079.html?utm_source=FP_HP_LATESTNEWS
http://www.firstpost.com/india/problem-modis-dream-iits-every-state-faculty-1586079.html?utm_source=FP_HP_LATESTNEWS
http://s2.firstpost.in/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/iit-faculty.jpg
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2014-06-20/news/50739176_1_1-26-lakh-students-joint-entrance-exam-iit-seat
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2014-06-20/news/50739176_1_1-26-lakh-students-joint-entrance-exam-iit-seat
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Of a population of 120 crores, India has only half a percent that pursues engineering, say academicians. India 

churns out 10 lakhs of engineers. Only a minuscule population gets into the IITs. That is a very small 

percentage in any society aiming to be called a developing country. There is a need for more such institutions 

(IITs), they insist. 

Challenges 

No institution can come up overnight. When IIT-Gandhinagar was set up, IIT-B pitched in with administrative 

support and mentored it, and even today there is an IIT Gandhinagar cell in IIT-B. 

“It is not easy to set up an institution like an IIT. Every new IIT requires the help and support of the earlier 

established ones to get on its feet,” a source at IIT-B said. 

Having proposed an ambitious expansion plan, the Modi government is bound to face numerous challenges. 

“IIM is not about building an institution. It is about value creation,” says Chatterjee of IIM-K. While this will be 

achieved only with high quality teaching faculty, as of now, the faculty is drawn from the same pool of teachers 

across other IITs and IIMs. 

Getting faculty to move to IITs and IIMs at remote locations is a challenge. Started in 2008, IIM Shillong lost 

seven of its 13 permanent faculty members to other accessible IIMs in the first year itself. Even placements 

become difficult as corporates fight shy to go to hilly areas to make job offers. 

The political compulsions that every government faces with regard to education should go hand-in-hand with 

teaching and this important facet should not be treated as a matter of convenience, warn academicians. 

A few suggestions 

Chatterjee suggests that the alternative would be to create a school that will train faculty in keeping with the 

high standards of IITs and IIMs. “A school for good teachers in management and engineering that can run 

mainstream institutions like the IIT and IIM should be done first and then scaled up,” he suggests. 

“Another alternative would be to build complexes near existing older IITs and IIMs that can mentor new 

institutions,” says Ranade, adding that that there is a demand for good quality engineering colleges. 

“Just calling them IITs will not let them make make the cut. It’s the faculty that defines the IITs and IIMs and 

this is an area that the government should focus upon,” adds Ranade. 

Finding good faculty is a global challenge. China countered it by increasing the salaries of teachers manifold. 

“If an IIT faculty who has studied abroad, chooses to return and teach, he should be compensated hugely,” 

explain academicians. 

The government’s decision is feasible, says Chatterjee, as long as quality faculty come up in the geographies 

where these institutes will be established. 

Bizarre situation 

There are private engineering colleges in the country where seats go abegging. In 2014, as many as 58 

engineering colleges in Uttar Pradesh had the dubious distinction of not getting a single student. 

In 2013, about 1.44 lakh seats in Maharashtra were vacant across engineering, management and architecture 

streams. Part of the reason for this is a lack of good infrastructure and in the few private colleges that have taken 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1110814/jsp/7days/story_14377273.jsp
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/tech/jobs/Maharashtra-1-4L-seats-vacant-AICTE-still-approves-11-new-colleges/articleshow/20254690.cms
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care of this lacuna, it is the crying need for good faculty whose absence is driving away aspiring students from 

their gates. 

“This is a very strange phenomenon,” say academicians. 

Around 99 percent of students do not get a seat into an IIT and 50 percent of private college seats are vacant. If 

a student does not get into an IIT, he tries for National Institutes of Technology (NIT), which are funded by the 

central government. The private engineering college is not on the student’s radar. 

This strange situation should provide the government some food for thought, perhaps. 
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HRD Minister Smriti Irani Holds Interactive Session with 

IISC/IISERS  
Monday, June 23, 2014 
http://indiaeducationdiary.in/Shownews.asp?newsid=29990 
Report by India Education bureau, New Delhi: The Union Minister of Human Resource Development Mrs. Smriti Zubin Irani held a 

meeting with the Directors/Chairpersons of IISc/IISERs, in New Delhi today.  
 
The meeting was an interactive session to understand the goals and challenges faced by IISc/IISERs including infrastructure, capacity 
building, research, international co-operation, patents, IPRs and publications in peer reviewed journals. Addressing the meeting, the 
minister said it is very important to develop a national system of rankings which will work as a national benchmark for various science 
education and research institutions to achieve. This will further help us to compete at an international level, and we must give special 
attention to South-South collaboration, she added. To increase international presence on campus, IISERs need more publicity and 
creation of brand value.  
 
The Minister also emphasized the need to enhance the research quotient and shared her views about Rashtriya Avishakar Abhiyaan. 
She observed that IISc and IISERs need to have a robust interface with research & development of the industry. The Minister further 
added that these institutes must promote international co-operation in critical areas like solar energy and plant genome/bio technology. 
She suggested some areas of research with social impact such as pollution and impact on health, climate change and productivity. 
There should be scientific research to promote medical facilities for the common man. Mrs Irani suggested that IISERs could form a 
consortia approach for such research initiatives.  
 
To achieve their targeted goals, the institutes must follow a system of performance audit. The Minister highlighted the importance of 
Know Your College (KYC) drive which places critical information on the website and enables stakeholders like students and parents to 
make informed choices.  
 
As IISERs are new institutions they should focus on alumni engagement. The Minister said that for professionalizing the administrative 
set up of the institutions, management capacity programs conducted by IIMs could be considered.  
 
The Minister also suggested that like IITs, IISERs should be involved in mentoring and anchoring TEQIP (Technical Education Quality 
Improvement Program) to create an eco-system for improving the quality of science and engineering education in the country.  
 
Secretary (HE), Shri Ashok Thakur and Ms. Amita Sharma, Addl. Secretary (TE) were also present in the meeting as also Chairman 
IISER, Thiruvananthapuram.  
 
The Institutions which were present at the meeting include IISc, Bangalore, IISER, Kolkata, IISER, Pune, IISER, Mohali, IISER, Bhopal, 
IISER, Thiruvananthapuram.  

 

NIT suspends protesting research scholar 

TNN | Jun 24, 2014, 05.06 AM IST 

WARANGAL: A mechanical engineering research scholar Vishnumurthy who undertook a fast in National Institute of 

Technology (NIT) Warangal for being denied scholarship was suspended from college on Monday. 

 

Vishnumurthy alleged that NIT director Prof T Srinivasa Rao deliberately did not allow his name to be included in the 

scholarship list as he had raised issues of amenities in varsity with the authorities. 

 

Vishnumurthy said he did not get scholarship for the last two months, as the director, supported by HOD Prof N Krishnan 

and guide CSV Rao, rejected his name from the list. 

 

 

 

 

http://indiaeducationdiary.in/Shownews.asp?newsid=29990
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